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the evening gatherings. In one case, as my informant
told me, the husband indulges his wife in holding a
man for economic purposes. But unfaithfulness of a
wife is undoubtedly a factor for domestic conflict.

Domestic conflicts are more frequently found be-
tween the daughter-in-law and her mother-in-law.
It comes to be taken more or less for granted that the
mother-in-law is a potential enemy of the daughter-in-
law. Friction between them is taken as usual and
harmony as worth special praise. Anyone who has
listened to gossips among the elder women, will confirm
this statement. They are never tired of cursing their
daughters-in-law. The potential conflict between them
can be understood considering the daily life of the
household. The husband and father-in-law do not
spend their whole time in the house, but work outside.
But the mother-in-law is always there. The daughter-
in-law starts with no affection for her. When she
conies into the house, she finds herself being watched
by her, criticized and constantly scolded. She must
obey her, otherwise she may be beaten by her husband
on behalf of her mother-in-law. The mother-in-law
represents authority.

Similarly from the point of view of the old woman,
the daughter-in-law is not always pleasant. I have
pointed out in the above section that the tie between
parent and child is strong. The relation between
husband and wife is in a certain sense a disturbing
factor in the parent-child relation. If there is any
conflict between the daughter-in-law and the mother-
in-law, the husband cannot keep entirely aloof. If
he takes sides with his mother, as is usually the case
at the beginning of married life, the quarrel becomes
one between husband and wife. If he takes side with